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How to Analyze Chords (triads)
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Major Mode

GM:   1     2     3     4       5      6     7     1   I     ii    iii     IV     V    vi    viio  I

  5                 6                    6
  3                 3                    4

Given: Write out scale degrees:

Remember pattern of Roman Numerals
and Lead Sheet symbols:

Remember inversion forms
G G/B 

chordal 3rd 
in bass

G/D
Reshape original chord through
Trial and Error until you get stacked 3rds

(This is stacked 3rds)

Bottom note is scale degree 5 (D)
so this is a V chord

Now go back to original chord and find inversion.
We know for sure this is a D/F# lead sheet chord.
So this is a V chord in some inversion...

V ?

D/F#

The lead sheet analysis tells us that the F# is in the bass.  F# is the chordal 3rd so this
is a V 6 chord (or V6)

Minor Mode:

i          iio        III       iv            V        VI        viio     i

chordal 5th 
in bassRoot in bass

3

  G   Am  Bm  C      D    Em  F#o  G

Gm    Ao     Bb       Cm     D       Eb         F#o    Gm

OR
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How to Analyze 7th Chords
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Major Mode

GM:  1      2     3     4       5      6     7     1 I7    ii7   iii7  IV7    V7  vi7 viio7 I7

7                   6                  4                  4
                     5                  3                  2

Given: Write out scale degrees:

Remember pattern of Roman Numerals
and Lead Sheet Symbols"

Remember inversion forms
GM7 GM7/B 

chordal 3rd 
in bass

GM7/D       GM7/F#
Reshape original chord through
Trial and Error until you get stacked 3rds

(This is stacked 3rds)

Bottom note is scale degree 5 (D)
so this is a V7 chord

Now go back to original chord and find inversion.
We know for sure this is a D7/F# lead sheet chord.
So this is a V chord in some inversion...

V ?

D7/F#

The lead sheet analysis tells us that the F# is in the bass.  F# is the chordal 3rd so this
is a V 6 chord 

Minor Mode Roman Numerals and Lead Sheet Symbols:

i7        iio7    III7      iv7         V7      VI7     viio7     i7

chordal 5th 
in bass

Root in bass

/

/

5

chordal 7th 
in bass

 GM7 Am7 Bm7 CM7 D7 Em7 F#o7 GM7/

 Gm7 Ao7    BbM7 Cm7          D7    EbM7   F#o7   Gm7/


