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2=ATTACK, 1=SUSTAIN, O=REST
(1088 data points using 16th note as smallest duration)
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March 21, 2024

DAMN. is the album that won Kendrick Lamar Best Rap Album (Grammy Awards), Outstanding
Album (NAACP Image Awards), and the Pulitzer Prize for Music, all in 2018. The Rhythmic Spectral
Analysis of the bassline of the track GOD. from the aforementioned album captures the genius of
time and activity on a traditional graph in 3 categories: attack (2 value), sustain (1 value) and rest
(0 value). Nearly instantaneously a viewer can appreciate patterns, lack of patterns or variation of
patterns that create communication and fullness to a listener.

The first instance of this technique of Rhythmic Spectral Analysis was created and utilized by Mark
Petering in 1997 for a research paper while a student at Bowling Green State University.

The following can be inferred from the GOD. rhythmic spectral graphs:

Notice the regularity of attack points and rests in the chorus and verse section. This creates a
feeling of predictability and stability for the listener and allows for continual assurance of a reliable
bassline that slightly varies to maintain interest. This reinforces the lyric that presents a life of
abundance and activity:

I'm at large, runnin’ plays like a circuit, JT
I'm sellin' verses, JT, watch me work it, JT

Now notice, however, the lack of rests with increased and irregular attack points in the bridge with
the following text excerpt:

| wanna see sometimes if you ignore it

I'm in the streets sometimes and can't afford it
| got a bad habit, levitatin', duckin' haters

Oh my! My heart is rich, my heart is famous

The irregularity of attack points helps reinforce lyrics that suggest instability in one’s life being
homeless while at the same time celebrating one’s soul regardless of one’s circumstance.

The subtle changes to the bassline in the bridge reveal expert craft and discernment that are
reinforced by multiple bassline patterns reoccurring.

Finally, ironically, the longest rest in the bassline is in the bridge which has, however, the fewest
rests in total compared to the previous section.

All of the above are discerned in the graphs provided on the following pages:

Dr. Mark Petering
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DAMN.: Bassline of Kendrick Lamar's GOD.

DAMN. won Best Rap Album (Grammy Awards),
Outstanding Album (NAACP Image Awards), and the Pulitzer Prize for Music, all in 2018
Transcription by Mark Petering
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2 DAMN.: Bassline of Kendrick Lamar's GOD.
57
rax
&):
7 ~ \ ]
~ ~— . e o e o4 —
SN — N—
61
e
&):
7 ~ \ ]
~ — . ¢ o o oo -_—
SN — N—
65
|
7 ) ¢
D ] ] D P
— D L. ~ S




GOD.:CHORUS AND VERSES REPRESENTED AS A RHYTHMICSPECTRAL ANALYSIS

MARK PETERING, PH. D.
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GOD.: BRIDGE REPRESENTED ASRHYTHMICSPECTRAL ANALYSIS

MARK PETERING, PH. D.
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Bassline from GOD. from Kendrick Lamar's DAMN.

[2018 Pulitzer Prize

1088

Data Points for Bassline |2=Attack

1=Sustain

O=Rest

|Dr. Mark Petering - Rhythmic Spectral Analysis

16 - 16th notes of activity accounted for in every measure:
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